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US politicians continue to pressure Mexico to pay its water debt to the US even though supplies
in Mexico appear to be insufficient to cover the payment. In mid-October, the US House of
Representatives approved a resolution that declared Mexico in violation of a bilateral water treaty
and demanded that action be taken immediately to rectify the situation.
The 1944 treaty stipulates that Mexico give the US water from the Rio Grande in exchange for the
US giving Mexico water from the Colorado River. Mexico has been unable to meet its end of the
bargain in recent years because of a severe drought in northern states. This has created strong
friction between the Mexican government and farmers and politicians in Texas (see SourceMex,
2002-04-17 and 2002-05-29).
The main sponsors of the House resolution were Reps. Salomon Ortiz (D-TX) and Ruben Hinojosa
(D-TX), whose constituents include farmers in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas. Other US legislators
whose districts border Mexico also signed on to the resolution, including Reps. Silvestre Reyes (DTX), Henry Bonilla (R-TX), and Ed Pastor (D-AZ). The resolution was introduced just a month before
an annual review of the treaty on Oct. 26.
If representatives of the two countries agree that Mexico is unable to meet its commitment for the
latest five-year period, the country will be declared in default and the remainder of the debt will be
carried over to the next five-year cycle.

US Congress seeks immediate action from Mexico
US politicians are demanding that Mexico pay its water debt even with the prospect that the
country will be declared in default. The House resolution had strong backing from Texas Gov. Rick
Perry and US President George W. Bush's administration. In late September, Texas Agriculture
Commissioner Susan Combs traveled to Washington to gain the support of the White House and
succeeded in making the issue part of a meeting between US Secretary of State Colin Powell and
Mexico's Foreign Relations Secretary Jorge Castaneda.
The Powell-Castaneda meeting was followed by harsh words by State Department spokesperson
Phillip Reeker. "Over the past 10 years, the government of Mexico has not delivered sufficient
volumes of water from the six Mexico tributaries to the Rio Grande to ensure compliance with
its obligations under this treatment and related agreements," Reeker said. "We're taking this
opportunity again to urge Mexico to address the outstanding water deficit...and to adopt a regulatory
framework to ensure that the treaty obligations are afforded the highest priority.
The intransigent US position surprised President Vicente Fox's administration because the two
countries appeared to have reached an agreement in July for Mexico to make partial payments (see
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SourceMex, 2002-07-31). Since June, Mexico has sent the US about 111 million cubic meters of water
as partial payment on the accumulated water debt of 1.7 billion cubic meters.
Interior Secretary Santiago Creel had a harsh response to the comments of the US State
Department, noting that Mexico does not consider itself in arrears to the US. "We will attend to the
interests of our own country and not those of another country, especially when the other country's
interests are electoral in nature," said Creel.
Creel's position is supported by the governors of Coahuila, Chihuahua, Tamualipas, and Nuevo
Leon, the northern states that would be most affected by an increase in the amount of water sent to
the US. "We will not send a single drop of additional water to the US," said a defiant Gov. Enrique
Martinez of Coahuila.
Farmers in Tamaulipas have appealed to the federal Chamber of Deputies to halt any efforts to
send any more water north of the border, in case the Fox administration caves in to US demands.
"We want the government to take into account the needs of its own agricultural producers before
acceding to US demands," said Marco Antonio Salinas, director of the Usuarios del Distrito de Riego
025 in Tamaulipas state.
Water supplies in Mexico are short because of inefficient and obsolete irrigation systems, in addition
to the drought. The Fox administration attempted to address this problem by announcing a program
in mid-September to invest 22 billion pesos (US$2.18 billion) annually to build new pipelines and
other infrastructure throughout Mexico, although a large percentage of the funds will be targeted to
the US-Mexico border region.
Still, the drought continues to pose a major problem for Mexico. Reservoirs in northeast Mexico,
where most of the water payments would originate, are only at 22% of capacity. The situation is not
much better in the northwest, which receives water from the Colorado River. Reservoirs there are
only at 30% of capacity.
"The debt will have to increase and be transferred to the next five-year period," said Horacio
Almazan Galache, president of the government's Junta Central de Aguas y Saneamiento. "This is
because the reservoirs that supply the water have not captured enough water for the transferences
to take place." [Note: Peso-dollar conversions in this article are based on the Interbank rate in
effect on Oct. 9, reported at 10.12 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: Notimex, 09/26/02; Associated Press,
09/07/02, 09/24/02, 10/02/02, 10/03/02; Reuters, 10/03/02; La Jornada, 10/03/02; Novedades, 09/18/02,
10/02-04/02; El Universal, 09/18/02, 10/03/02, 10/04/02; The News, 09/23/02, 10/03/02, 10/04/02;
Agencia de noticias Proceso, 10/04/02; CNI en Linea, 10/06/02; Unomasuno, 09/18/02, 09/20/02,
10/03/02, 10/04/02, 10/07/02; Milenio Diario, 09/18/02, 09/23/02, 10/01/02, 10/03/02, 10/04/02, 10/08/02;
La Cronica de Hoy, 10/07/02, 10/08/02; Reforma, 10/03/02, 10/04/02, 10/09/02)
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